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Uri L'Tzedek is an Orthodox social justice organization guided by Torah values and dedicated to combating suffering and oppression.  Through community based education, leadership development and action, Uri L'Tzedek creates discourse, inspires leaders, and empowers the Jewish community towards creating a more just world.

Uri L’Tzedek – 25 Broadway, 17th Floor New York, NY 10004

info@utzedek.org    212-284-6540

Agenda

7:30-7:35
Welcome (and dinner from a Tav HaYosher certified restaurant!)

7:35-7:45

Spiritual Chevruta

7:45-8:00

Moral Reasoning Activity

8:00-8:30

Rabbi Tsvi Blanchard

8:30-8:40

Global Issues

8:40-8:55

Middot Workshop

8:55-9:00 

Closing Announcements
Speakers

Rabbi Tsvi Blanchard, Director of Organizational Development at CLAL-The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership, is an ordained Orthodox rabbi. He holds Ph.D.’s in Psychology and Philosophy, and has taught at Washington, Northwestern, and Loyola Universities, the Humboldt University School of Law in Berlin, Fordham Law School, the Drisha Institute for Women, the Jewish Theological Seminary, and the Wexner Heritage Foundation, and is a practicing clinical and organizational psychologist in New York. A popular speaker and consultant, Blanchard has appeared often in the media on such programs as “The Oprah Winfrey Show” and “Eye on Religion.” In 2006, he was featured along with Elie Wiesel in the documentary, Turn to Me, by Academy Award nominee Murray Nossell on the gift of volunteering, released by the Jewish Board of Family and Children's Services. Blanchard’s stories and parables have been widely anthologized. Publications include “How Stories Heal,” “Joining Heaven and Earth,” and “After Eden: The Search for the Holy in a Consumer Society.” 

Spiritual Chevruta

1. We often think about the Aseret Y'mai Teshuva and Yom Kippur as

being about individual repentance.  However, the Rambam writes about the importance of both individual and communal teshuva.  In what ways do you repent as an individual? How do you repent as a community? Are these two models of repentance connected?

2. When you assess your actions over the past year, which of your encounters do you examine? Those you shared with family members? Friends? Peers? Do you think you have a broader sphere of influence?
Globalization, Oppression, Teshuva, Micro-finance

Globalization

	"GLOBALIZATION" WILL BE  UNDERSTOOD HERE TO MEAN  MAJOR INCREASES IN WORLDWIDE  TRADE AND EXCHANGES IN AN INCREASINGLY OPEN, INTEGRATED, AND BORDERLESS INTERNATIONAL 

ECONOMY.

•TRADE LIBERALIZATION AND OTHER  FORMS OF ECONOMIC LIBERALIZATION  THAT HAVE LED TO REDUCTIONS IN  TRADE PROTECTION AND TO A MORE  LIBERAL WORLD TRADING SYSTEM.

COSTS OF GLOBALIZATION 

•SUBSTANTIAL EQUITY PROBLEMS IN THE  DISTRIBUTION OF THE GAINS FROM  GLOBALIZATION AMONG INDIVIDUALS,  ORGANIZATIONS, NATIONS, REGIONS.

•POTENTIAL INSTABILITIES STEMMING  FROM THE INTERDEPENDENCIES OF  ECONOMIES ON A WORLDWIDE BASIS.  WITH POSSIBILITY THAT LOCAL  ECONOMIC FLUCTUATIONS OR CRISES IN  ONE NATION COULD HAVE REGIONAL  OR EVEN GLOBAL IMPACTS. COSTS OF GLOBALIZATION 

•CONTROL OF NATIONAL ECONOMIES  SEEN AS SHIFTING FROM SOVEREIGN  GOVERNMENTS TO OTHER ENTITIES,  INCLUDING THE MOST POWERFUL  NATION STATES, MULTINATIONAL OR  GLOBAL FIRMS, AND INTERNATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS. 

•INVALID ARGUMENT ON CREATING  UNEMPLOYMENT IN HIGH WAGE 

INDUSTRIALIZED ECONOMIES.

(GLOBALIZATION OF THE WORLD ECONOMY: POTENTIAL BENEFITS AND COSTS – Carnage Mellon Report)


 Mexico

	An analysis of the effects of NAFTA on Mexico: 1.5 million displaced peasant farmers forced to look for industrial jobs; Mexican wages dropping by 20 per cent; communities and families tom apart as people lost their livelihoods and tried to make their way into the U.S. (“Real costs of globalization” -Catholic New Times, Dec 18, 2005 by Cristina Vanin)




 Coffee

	The United States consumes one-fifth of all the world's coffee, making it the largest consumer in the world. But few Americans realize that agriculture workers in the coffee industry often toil in what can be described as "sweatshops in the fields." Many small coffee farmers receive prices for their coffee that are less than the costs of production, forcing them into a cycle of poverty and debt.




Jewish Sources
Oppression
	Amos 8:4-6

Listen to this, you who devour the needy, annihilating the poor of the land, saying, "If only the new moon were over, so that we could sell grain; the sabbath, so that we could offer wheat for sale, using an ephah that is too small, and a shekel that is too big, tilting a dishonest scale, and selling grain refuse as grain! We will buy the poor for silver, the needy for a pair of sandals."

[JPS translation]


	שִׁמְעוּ זֹאת הַשֹּׁאֲפִים אֶבְיוֹן וְלַשְׁבִּית עֲנִיֵּי אָרֶץ: לֵאמֹר מָתַי יַעֲבֹר הַחֹדֶשׁ וְנַשְׁבִּירָה שֶּׁבֶר וְהַשַּׁבָּת וְנִפְתְּחָה בָּר לְהַקְטִין אֵיפָה וּלְהַגְדִּיל שֶׁקֶל וּלְעַוֵּת מֹאזְנֵי מִרְמָה: לִקְנוֹת בַּכֶּסֶף דַּלִּים וְאֶבְיוֹן בַּעֲבוּר נַעֲלָיִם וּמַפַּל בַּר נַשְׁבִּיר:




Repentance 

	Rambam, Laws of Repentance 2:9

Tshuvah and Yom Kippur only atone for sins between people and God; for example, a person who ate a forbidden food or engaged in forbidden sexual relations, and the like. However, sins between people; for example, someone who injures a colleague, curses a colleague, steals from him, or the like, will never be forgiven until he gives his colleague what he owes him and appeases him.

[AJWS translation]


	אין התשובה ולא יום הכפורים מכפרין אלא על עבירות שבין אדם למקום כגון מי שאכל דבר אסור או בעל בעילה אסורה וכיוצא בהן, אבל עבירות שבין אדם לחבירו כגון החובל את חבירו או המקלל חבירו או גוזלו וכיוצא בהן אינו נמחל לו לעולם עד שיתן לחבירו מה שהוא חייב לו וירצהו.




Justice and Micro-Lending

	Emmanuel Levinas, “Philosophy, Justice, and Love,” in Entre Nous (English ed. New York : Columbia Univ Press, 1998.)

If [the Other] were my only interlocutor, I would have nothing but obligations! But I don’t live in a world in which there is but one single ‘first comer’; there is always a third party in the world... my central idea is what I called an ‘asymmetry of intersubjectivity’: the exceptional situation of the I. I always recall Dostoyevsky on this subject; one of his characters says: we are all guilty for everything and everyone and I more than all others. But to this idea...I immediately add the concern for the third and, hence, justice.



	 Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “Global Covenant: A Jewish Perspective on Globalization,” Making Globalization Good, edited by John H. Dunning. p.224

Globalization, writes Zygmunt Bauman, “divides as much as it unites...What appears as globalization for some means localization for others; signaling a new freedom for some, upon many others it descends as an uninvited and cruel fate” (Bauman 1998: 2). There can be no doubt that some of the economic surplus of the advanced economies of the world should be invested in developing countries to help eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, ensure universal education, combat treatable disease, reduce infant mortality, improve work conditions, and reconstruct failing economies.




	Rambam, Laws of Gifts to the Poor 10:1

We are obligated to be more scrupulous in fulfilling the mitzvah of tzedakah than any other positive mitzvah because tzedakah is the sign of the righteous person, the seed of Avraham our ancestor, as it is said, “For I know him, that he will command his children to do righteousness.” (Genesis 18:19)

[AJWS translation]

 
	חייבין אנו להזהר במצות צדקה יותר מכל מצות עשה, שהצדקה סימן לצדיק זרע אברהם אבינו שנאמר כי ידעתיו למען אשר יצוה את בניו לעשות צדקה.



	Rambam, Laws of Gifts to the Poor 10:7 (cf. Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah, 249: 6-13)

There are eight degrees of tzedakah, each higher than the next. The highest degree, exceeded by none, is that of the person who assists a poor person by providing him with a gift or a loan or by accepting him into a business partnership or by helping him find employment – in a word, by putting him where he can dispense with other people’s aid. With reference to such aid, it is said, “You shall strengthen him, be he a stranger or a settler, he shall live with you” (Vayikra [Leviticus] 25:35), which means strengthen him in such a manner that his falling into want is prevented.


	שמנה מעלות יש בצדקה זו למעלה מזו, מעלה גדולה שאין למעלה ממנה זה המחזיק ביד ישראל שמך ונותן לו מתנה או הלואה או עושה עמו שותפות או ממציא לו מלאכה כדי לחזק את ידו עד שלא יצטרך לבריות לשאול, ועל זה נאמר והחזקת בו גר ותושב וחי עמך כלומר החזק בו עד שלא יפול ויצטרך. פחות מזה הנותן צדקה לעניים ולא ידע למי נתן ולא ידע העני ממי לקח, שהרי זו מצוה לשמה, כגון לשכת חשאים שהיתה במקדש, שהיו הצדיקים נותנין בה בחשאי והעניים בני טובים מתפרנסין ממנה בחשאי, וקרוב לזה הנותן לתוך קופה של צדקה, ולא יתן אדם לתוך קופה של צדקה אלא אם כן יודע שהממונה נאמן וחכם ויודע להנהיג כשורה כר' חנניה בן תרדיון.



	Rambam, Laws of Gifts to the Poor 7:1

It is a positive commandment to give charity to the poor, as is appropriate to the poor person, providing the giver can afford it, as it says, “You shall open your hand to him,” and “You shall strengthen the stranger who dwells with you,” and “Your brother shall live with you.”

[AJWS translation]


	מצות עשה ליתן צדקה לעניים כפי מה שראוי לעני, אם היתה יד הנותן משגת, שנאמר פתוח תפתח את ידך לו ונאמר והחזקת בו גר ותושב וחי עמך ונאמר וחי אחיך עמך.




	 Michael Walzer, Exodus and Revolution (New York: Basic Books, 1985)

As Jews, we know that the way to the promised land is through the wilderness; there is no other way to get there except joining together and marching.




Micro-lending

	We Let You Loan to the Working Poor

Kiva's mission is to connect people through lending for the sake of alleviating poverty. 

Kiva is the world's first person-to-person micro-lending website, empowering individuals to lend directly to unique entrepreneurs around the globe. 

The people you see on Kiva's site are real individuals in need of funding - not marketing material. When you browse entrepreneurs' profiles on the site, choose someone to lend to, and then make a loan, you are helping a real person make great strides towards economic independence and improve life for themselves, their family, and their community. Throughout the course of the loan (usually 6-12 months), you can receive email journal updates and track repayments. Then, when you get your loan money back, you can relend to someone else in need.

Kiva partners with existing expert microfinance institutions. In doing so, we gain access to outstanding entrepreneurs from impoverished communities world-wide. Our partners are experts in choosing qualified entrepreneurs. That said, they are usually short on funds. Through Kiva, our partners upload their entrepreneur profiles directly to the site so you can lend to them. When you do, not only do you get a unique experience connecting to a specific entrepreneur on the other side of the planet, but our microfinance partners can do more of what they do, more efficiently.

Kiva provides a data-rich, transparent lending platform. We are constantly working to make the system more transparent to show how money flows throughout the entire cycle, and what effect it has on the people and institutions lending it, borrowing it, and managing it along the way. To do this, we are using the power of the internet to facilitate one-to-one connections that were previously prohibitively expensive. Child sponsorship has always been a high overhead business. Kiva creates a similar interpersonal connection at much lower costs due to the instant, inexpensive nature of internet delivery. The individuals featured on our website are real people who need a loan and are waiting for socially-minded individuals like you to lend them money.




 Uri L’Tzedek’s Micro-lending team

	Location:

NY, USA 

Category:

Religious Congregations

Team URL:

http://www.kiva.org/team/uri_ltzedek
We loan because:

Uri L'Tzedek believes that micro-lending is one of the most important ways to empower those in the developing world to grow in building their lives and to unite to work to alleviate poverty. 

About us:

We are a Jewish Social Justice Organization. 

Check out:

http://uriltzedek.webnode.com/
Team Since:

Nov 25, 2008

Impact of Uri L'Tzedek

Statistic Name

Uri L'Tzedek

Number of Team Members

62

Number of Loans

92

Number of Loans per Member

1.48

Total Amount Loaned

$3,750.00

*Updated as of Sep 22, 2009 10:41 am


Midot Development
Jewish Character Trait Development
     Please rate yourself on a 1 – 10 scale (10-mastered this trait, 1-struggle very much with this trait)
1. Humility 


-

Anivut  


__________

2. Patience


-

Savlanut 


__________

3. Gratitude


-

Hakarat Hatov 


__________

4. Compassion


-

Rachamim


__________

5. Order



-

Seder



__________

6. Honor 



-

Kavod



__________

7. Enthusiasm/Joy

-

Simcha


__________

8. Speech



-

Shmirat Halashon

__________

9. Truth



-

Emet



__________

10. Balance/Negotiation 

-

Peshara



__________

11. Judge favorably

-

Dan L’chaf zechut

__________

12. Open-minded, tolerant
-


Sovlanut 


__________

13. Loving-Kindness

-

Chesed – Ahava 

__________

14. Responsibility

-


Acharayut


__________


15. Commitment


-

Neemanut


__________

16. Honesty 


-

Yashar 



__________

17. Sensitive 


-

Regishut 


__________

18. Slow to Anger


-

Erech Hapaiim


__________

19. Zeal-Alacrity


-

Zerizut 


__________

20. Careful


-


Hakpadot


__________

21. Rebuke


-


Tochecha


__________

22. Peace-making


-

Rodef Shalom 


__________

23. Cool headedness/Equanimity  - 

Menuchat Ha’Nefesh
 
__________

        Now we will analyze 2 of the midot that we struggle most with: 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________
A.  What are you doing (or not doing) that prevents you from growing in this trait: 

______________________________________________________________________________
B. What is your hidden commitment? What is at stake for you to change B? What is the “big thing” that you would have to give up (part of identity, pleasure, time, other priority)? 
______________________________________________________________________________
C. What’s the big assumption (or commitment) that you hold that may need altering (the deeper place where B originated for you)?

______________________________________________________________________________
D. What are 2-3 small steps that you can take to grow in this character trait (to address A and C): 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________________
A.  What are you doing (or not doing) that prevents you from growing in this trait: 

______________________________________________________________________________
B. What is your hidden commitment? What is at stake for you to change B? What is the “big thing” that you would have to give up (part of identity, pleasure, time, other priority)? 
______________________________________________________________________________
C. What’s the big assumption (or commitment) that you hold that may need altering (the deeper place where B originated for you)?

______________________________________________________________________________
D. What are 2-3 small steps that you can take to grow in this character trait (to address A and C): 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Example Problem: Impatient 

A. Get frustrated when someone wants to talk to me for longer than I have time for 

B. Complete autonomy of my time, Self-centeredness, Lack of value for other 

C. In my moments of impatience, I truly don’t value the other person enough to just listen (must feel that my time is more valuable then their time is) 

D. Leave more room in my agenda, Realize that their time is as important as mine, see how often I take the time of others. 

Upcoming Uri L’Tzedek Events
Stand For Freedom in Iran
This Thursday, September 24, 12:00 
@ Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 47th Street and 2nd Avenue
Join thousands of Americans who stand for human rights and freedom at the "Stand for Freedom in Iran Rally," co-sponsored by Uri L'Tzedek, as President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad addresses the UN General Assembly.
There will be a peaceful rabbinic arrest on Wednesday at 41st and 1st, all are welcome to come.
Second Annual College Shabbaton
Join Uri L'Tzedek for our second annual college shabbaton, November 20-22nd at Columbia University. We will gather together for a weekend of learning, networking, and action with Jewish social justice leaders from college campuses around the country. Together we will explore Jewish texts relating to issues of Orthodoxy and social justice, develop social justice visions for our campus communities, and build relationships with other student leaders.  On Sunday participants will take action as they hit the streets to support Uri L'Tzedek's Tav HaYosher, an ethical seal for kosher restaurants. 

Rabbi Ari Weiss will be speaking as the Scholar-In-Residence at Netivot Shalom in Teaneck on the Shabbat of October 23-24.
Shmuly Yanklowitz will be speaking as the Scholar-In-Residence at the Kingsway Synagogue in Brooklyn on the Shabbat of October 23-24.

Where is Our Moral Courage: Talmudic and Philosophical Readings in Jewish Social Justice  
In this course we will develop a coherent philosophy of Jewish Social Justice while discussing pressing contemporary concerns including poverty and health care reform.
Tuesday, 7:45 - 9:15 p.m.
4-session course: November 24, December 1, 8, 15.
Register at the Drisha Website
For a complete list of events, check out our new website!

www.utzedek.org
