Community Organizing with Moshe Rabbeinu
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Shmot 2:11 - 16: Moshe Alone
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11 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown up, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on
their burdens; and he saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12 And he looked this way and that
way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 13 And he went out
the second day, and, behold, two men of the Hebrews were striving together; and he said to him that did the wrong:
"Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?’ 14 And he said: "Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? thinkest thou to
kill me, as thou didst kill the Eqyptian?’ And Moses feared, and said: 'Surely the thing is known.” 15 Now when
Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of
Midian; and he sat down by a well.

Shmot 3:6 - 3:11: The one-on-one
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4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said:
"Moses, Moses.” And he said: 'Here am 1." 5 And He said: 'Draw not nigh hither; put off thy shoes from off thy
feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” 6 Moreover He said: "I am the God of thy father, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. 7
And the LORD said: 'I have surely seen the affliction of My people that are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by
reason of their taskmasters; for I know their pains; 8 and I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and
honey; unto the place of the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the
Jebusite. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto Me; moreover I have seen the oppression
wherewith the Eqyptians oppress them. 10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou
mayest bring forth My people the children of Israel out of EQypt.”




Shmot 3:16-3:17 - Finding leaders and building power
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16 Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them: The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, hath appeared unto me, saying: I have surely remembered you, and seen that which
is done to you in Egypt. 17 And I have said: I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egqypt unto the la12 And
Moses spoke before the LORD, saying: 'Behold, the children of Israel have not hearkened unto me; how then shall
Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips?" {P} 13 And the LORD spoke unto Moses and unto Aaron, and
gave them a charge unto the children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh king of EQypt, to bring the children of Israel out of
the land of EQypt. {S} 14 These are the heads of their fathers’ houses: the sons of Reuben the first-born of Israel:
Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. These are the families of Reuben. 15 And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel, and
Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman. These are the families of
Simeon. 16 And these are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations: Gershon and Kohath, and
Merari. And the years of the life of Levi were a hundred thirty and seven years. 17 The sons of Gershon: Libni and
Shimei, according to their families. 18 And the sons of Kohath: Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel. And the
years of the life of Kohath were a hundred thirty and three years. 19 And the sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
These are the families of the Levites according to their generations. 20 And Amram took him Jochebed his father's
sister to wife; and she bore him Aaron and Moses. And the years of the life of Amram were a hundred and thirty and
seven years. 21 And the sons of Izhar: Korah, and Nepheg, and Zichri. 22 And the sons of Uzziel: Mishael, and
Elzaphan, and Sithri. 23 And Aaron took him Elisheba, the daughter of Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon, to wife;
and she bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 24 And the sons of Korah: Assir, and Elkanah, and
Abiasaph; these are the families of the Korahites. 25 And Eleazar Aaron’s son took him one of the daughters of Putiel
to wife; and she bore him Phinehas. These are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites according to their
families. 26 These are that Aaron and Moses, to whom the LORD said: 'Bring out the children of Israel from the
land of Egypt according to their hosts.” 27 These are they that spoke to Pharaoh king of Eqypt, to bring out the
children of Israel from Eqypt. nd of the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the
Hivite, and the Jebusite, unto a land flowing with milk and honey.




Shmot 8:21 - 26: Direct action and accountability
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21 And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said: 'Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land.” 22 And
Moses said: "It is not meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our God;
lo, if we sacrifice the abomination of the Eqyptians before their eyes, will they not stone us? 23 We will go three
days’ journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the LORD our God, as He shall command us.” 24 And Pharaoh
said: "I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far
away; entreat for me.” 25 And Moses said: 'Behold, I go out from thee, and I will entreat the LORD that the
swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people, tomorrow; only let not Pharaoh
deal deceitfully any more in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD." 26 And Moses went out from
Pharaoh, and entreated the LORD. 27 And the LORD did according to the word of Moses; and He removed the
swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; there remained not one. 28 And Pharaoh
hardened his heart this time also, and he did not let the people go.




