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Mishna: The one who takes a salary to be a judge, his judgments are nullified...
Gemara: Where do we learn this from? R Yehuda Said in the name of Rav: we learn
this from the verse behold | have taught these to you. Just like | (hashem) has taught
you for free, so to you should teach for free...
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R Ishmael says: the verse say and you shall surely heal him, from this we learn that
permission is granted for a doctor to heal.
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A doctor is obligated to heal the sick of Israel, and this is part of the mitzvah of: you
shall return it to him. The Gemara includes his body in this, so that if one sees another
lost and can save that person he is obligated to do so with his money or body.
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Do not stand by on the blood of your brother | am Hashem
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The doctor is forbidden for charging for his knowledge or his education, but may charge

for his trouble and his “refraining”.
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One who has medicines and his friend is sick and needs them, it is forbidden to charge
more than their usual value. But not just this rather even if the friend paid much more
than their worth due to the urgency of need the apothecary may not accept more than
the medicine’s value.

However, if one agrees to pay a doctor a huge fee, you must pay the doctor, for the
doctor has sold him his wisdom which is priceless.

RAMA: and even though the doctor has an obligation to heal (for all commandments to
act fall on everyone) if there is a doctor who will only heal for a fee you cannot force him
to heal for free and the patient has an obligation to pay.
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Do not be shocked at the judges in Jerusalem who accept a salary for judging...for they
are permitted to do so because they spend all day in judgment and have no other
means of earning a living...
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The correct reason to allow a doctor to charge a fee for healing is that everyone knows
that Jews prefer Jewish doctors and that nobody is willing to learn medicine without the
potential to earn a significant income. Therefore it is as if the patients who go to see a
Jewish doctor have already agreed to pay the high fee.
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...a doctor whose sole source of income is medicine is not part of the concept that you
can only charge for “refraining” because he is not refraining from anything...a doctor is
permitted to make a living at his work and even become wealthy from it.
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We can learn from this that when a doctor has to spend time traveling or writing
prescriptions he can charge for this...but not for his knowledge or education...

We do not force a doctor to see a patient for free, this is because it is permited for one
to tell the doctor that he will pay his fee and then not pay...



