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Obligation, Encouraged, Permitted? 



                 Uri L’Tzedek 
                               Beit Midrash at Ramath Orah  


              Tishrei 30, 5769     October 29th , 2008 

                                       Shmuly Yanklowitz
1. Peace Intertwined 
	Jeremiah 29:7

“Seek the peace of the city to which I have exiled you and pray for it to Hashem, for through its peace will you have peace.” 


	.  ירמיהו פרק כט פסוק ז

וְדִרְשׁוּ אֶת שְׁלוֹם הָעִיר אֲשֶׁר הִגְלֵיתִי אֶתְכֶם שָׁמָּה וְהִתְפַּלְלוּ בַעֲדָהּ אֶל יְקֹוָק כִּי בִשְׁלוֹמָהּ יִהְיֶה לָכֶם שָׁלוֹם: פ



2. Government Protects Us 
	Pirke Avot 3:2 

“Rabbi Chanina, the deputy Cohen Gadol, says “Pray for the welfare of the government, because if people did not fear it, a person would swallow his fellow alive.” 


	משנה מסכת אבות פרק ג
רבי חנינא סגן הכהנים אומר הוי מתפלל בשלומה של מלכות שאלמלא מוראה איש את רעהו חיים בלעו


3. Tzedek and Human Rights 
“While Jewish jurisprudence in one respect begets modern civil law, in another respect it is distinct and unique. Insofar as the idea of human rights emanating from our common ‘image of God’ is at the core of the mishpatim of the Torah, the two codes of law are similar. However, Torah law is distinct and unique in that, whereas modern jurisprudence is completely and exclusively grounded in human rights, Torah jurisprudence is additionally founded upon the pillar of duties. In the scriptures we find the term tzedek used together with mishpat (Tehillim 89:15). Mishpat and tzedek both emante from the doctrine of human rights. In the realm of mishpat and tzedek, the notion of rights comes first and the notion of duties second. Person A is duty bound to refrain from assaulting person B because B has a basic right to be secure. The right of B thus comes first; from this stems the duty of A…When one delves into the halachah, one can readily see that the Torah does not make a distinction between Jews and non-Jews within the realm of mishpat and tzedek…  “A Jew should always identify with the cause of defending the aggrieved, whatsoever the aggrieved may be, just as the concept of tzedek is to be applied uniformly to all humans regardless of race or creed.”

- Rav Ahron Soloveichik, Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind: Civil Rights and the Dignity of Man, page 64-65; 67
      4.   Judaic Democracy 
“Judaism believes that every individual is capable of qualifying himself for Divine service. Rich and poor, genius and simpleton, master and slave – they are all fit to serve God in some capacity. Every person possesses something unique, by virtue which he differs from the thou, making him or her irreplaceable and indispensable – the inner worth of a one-timely, unique, never-to-be-duplicated existence, which can and must serve God by self-involvement in the drama of redemption on all levels. This is Judaic humanism, or Judaic democracy.”
- Rav Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Out of the whirlwind, p. 148 
     5.   Hakarat HaTov - Rav Moshe Feinstein’s Letter 
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On reaching the shores of the Dnited Seatas, Jevs
found  safe haves. The rights guazanteed by the
United Spates Constitution and the 21l of Rights
have aliowed ua the £reedon o practice our religion
vithout interfexence and to 1ive in this republic in

safety.

A fundamental prinsiple of Judatsm is hakaras hatoy --

rucognizing benafita affordad ve and giving expresaion
€ ouc appreciation. Theratora, it &s {ncumbent son
exch Jowish citisen to parsicipats (n the dsmecracic
system Which parts  the frocaoms ve emfor. Tte most
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15 to resister and to vore.

Therefora, I urge all meabers of the Jewish comunity
o fULE41) their obligations by registoring as soon as

possible, and by voting. 3y this, we can axpsess our
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appractation ana contribute to the continued

of our comunity.
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http://www.cross-currents.com/archives/2006/11/02/reb-moshe-on-voting/
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6.     Woman’s Suffrage 

	Mishpatei Uziel 
A woman completely have the right to vote in order that she can fulfill the meaningful obligation to vote and appoint leaders. 


	שו"ת משפטי עוזיאל כרך ד - חו"מ סימן ו 

מסקנא: א) האשה יש לה זכות גמורה בבחירות כדי שתכנס בכלל החובה המשמעתית להנבחרים אשר יעמדו בראש העם...



7. “Obligation to Vote” 
Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetsky 

For Immediate Release
October 26, 2006

For more information contact:
Virginia Davis 215-528-9368
http://by113fd.bay113.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/compose?mailto=1&msg=CB9078B5-01F3-4C55-9BB3-47A2A3C4C0EC&start=0&len=445574&src=&type=x&to=virginiad@ricksantorum.com&cc=&bcc=&subject=&amp;body=&curmbox=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&a=7d3e84dd286333ea4ee20f9f5ccb34b8bdd607f0267bee7b8e799dcdc48a0a10

JEWISH LEADER URGES JEWISH FAITHFUL TO VOTE "FOR THOSE WHO STRENGTHEN OUR COMMUNITY"

After meeting with Senator Santorum, Philadelphia-area sage with worldwide following issues proclamation on duty of voting

PITTSBURGH -- Earlier this month Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA) met with the revered and world-renowned Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetsky, Dean of the Talmudical Academy of Philadelphia, member of the Council of Torah Sages, and son of famed Rabbi Yaakov Kaminetsky, of blessed memory.

Senator Santorum was honored to have the opportunity to discuss with Rabbi Kaminetsky issues of mutual interest, among them school choice (including Senator Santorum's CLASS Act), the sanctity of marriage, religious freedom, the threat of a nuclear Iran, and a safe and secure Israel.

Senator Santorum was deeply moved by the multitudes of educational and social service organizations Rabbi Kaminetsky supports in addition to his relationship with thousands of students who know him fondly as their revered and beloved "Rosh Yeshiva."

Following their private meeting, and ahead of one of the most critical elections ever to be held in the Commonwealth, Rabbi Kaminetsky issued an historic Kol Korei ("proclamation") to all Jews of Pennsylvania. In the attached proclamation Rabbi Kaminetsky notes that previous sages have ruled that it befits each and every Jew to acknowledge his or her appreciation for the freedoms afforded to citizens of the United States by participating in the elections of "our nation of kindness, the United States."

Further, Rabbi Kaminetsky dismissed those who doubt the impact of their individual vote, noting that recent elections have been decided by just a few hundred votes.

"Therefore I urge all members of our community to fulfill their obligation to vote for those who strengthen our nation -- whether materially or spiritually -- and also support our Jewish brethren living in the Land of Israel," he wrote in the proclamation.

8.     Mutual Influence of Leader and Populace 
	Arachin 17a

“R. Yehudah Nesiah and the Rabbis disagreed (the interpretation of a verse). One says ‘(the character of) a generation parallels (that of its) leader.’ And the others says ‘(the character of) a leader parallels that of his generation.’ What is the issue of disagreement? If you will say (that they are debating) righteousness, that one master holds that if a generation is righteous then their leader is righteous, and the other master holds the reverse that if a generation’s leader is righteous, then the generation too is righteous.”


	תלמוד בבלי מסכת ערכין דף יז עמוד א
פליגי בה רבי יהודה נשיאה ורבנן, חד אמר: דור לפי פרנס, וחד אמר: פרנס לפי דורו. למאי הלכתא? אילימא למעליותא, דמר סבר: אי מעלי דרא מעלי פרנס, ומר סבר: אי מעלי פרנס מעלי דרא


