Poetry as Protest: II – Writing Justice  Program
Concept: This program is envisioned as a cross between a writing workshop and a spiritual writing workshop.  It has two principle goals 1) to allow the participant to get in touch with certain topics that are meaningful to them and to evaluate them in terms of writing 2) provide the participant a forum and supportive environment set aside for writing. 

Role of the Facilitator: The primary role of the facilitator is to administer the program in small groups, providing the prompts, and keeping the program on schedule.  The facilitator should encourage the participants to keep writing.  No one has to write on the prompts, just remind them to keep writing…to-do lists, anything.  The facilitator should be engaged in the writing him/herself, and to help create an environment that might encourage participants to share their work.

NOTE: Ideally people should be writing, not typing.  I’ll bring a bag of extra writing instruments and some scrap paper.  It would be great if other people could bring some scrap paper etc.  

Schedule and Prompts

6:45-7:00: Meeting with facilitators.

7:00-7:20: Get settled, eat.  (at 7:15 we should start moving into the Beit Midrash.  Facilitators can help with the “herding” stage).
7:20-725: Intro (DW).  Split up into 4 groups.  

Stage One:  Engaging Writer’s Block

7:30-7:35: Participants are encouraged to share pre-occupations when it comes to writing, getting started etc.  This exercise can be oral or written, facilitator’s choice.  

(No Textual Prompt)

Stage Two: Clarifying Goals

7:36-7:40: Make a list of causes that are most important to you.  Wrongs that you would like to redress.  Etc.  (You can give some examples…fair wages, the environment, agunas etc.)  People should be encouraged to think of causes beyond those which they ordinarily work for or think about.  
(Textual Prompt: Mark Strand poem)

Stage Three: Focusing on a Goal, Brainstorm
7:41-7:46: Choose one topic to focus on.  Write any words or phrases that come to mind when you think of said topic.  
(Textual Prompt: R’ Yisroel Salanter statement)
Stage Four: Understanding Goal
7:51-8:05: Why does the topic you chose speak to you personally?  Is it a rational connection?  What are the emotional arguments or ethical arguments in favor of your topic?  How does your interest in this relate to your life in general?  To your religious life?  Is this relationship always positive for you as a person?

(Textual Prompt: Bereishis Rabbati)

Stage Five: Really Understanding the Goal

8:06-8:15: What objections might others have to your argument?  Why do you think people are less interested in your priority/ies than you are?  What are the valid reasons that other people might be resistant?  What might be the emotional blocks that might cause people to be receptive to your message?  
(Textual Prompt: Reish Lakish/R’ Yohanan)

8:16-8:20: Little BREAK.  Mind-clear.  (No one should be writing during the break.  The facilitator can run stretches or sing or nothing.  Whatever).  
Final Stage: Free Write

8:20-8:45: Now is the time for people to start “really” writing.  Hopefully the previous steps have provided some ideas about which to write.  There is no “prompt” for this stage, but the facilitator should suggest various options for form of writing.  Some styles you can suggest are: mock (or real) journal entries, short story, essay, speech/dvar torah, free association, a word salad or list poem.  
(No Textual Propmt)

Wrap Up
8:45-9:00: All participants head back to the Beit Midrash where people will have an opportunity to read what they’ve written out loud.

