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King Munbaz

A story concerning King Munbaz — now
King Munbaz decided to give all the wealth
of his Kingdom away

His brothers sent him a message: “your
fathers spent much time acquiring wealth
and expending the treasury which they had
inherited from their predecessors. What
gives you the right to spend it all

Munbaz replied, I am stockpiling wealth in
heaven while my predecessors only
stockpiled wealth on this earth

I am stockpiling wealth where no one can
access it while my predecessors stockpiled
wealth where anyone can take it away

My predecessors stockpiled treasures of
money while I am stockpiling treasures of
souls

I am stockpiling wealth for myself and for
the next world while my predecessors
stockpiled wealth for others and in this world
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Questions:

1.

This passage displays a tension between self-fulfillment and social responsibility.

How do you experience this tension? How do you resolve it?

Munbaz seemingly rejects the possibility that care for the public good is Jewishly

or religiously important. Why is care for the public good important to you? What
role does Judaism play in your social justice narrative?
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