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I. What is a "Public Domain''?

1. B. Shabbat 6a

And what is private ground? A trench ten
[handbreadths] deep and four wide, and
likewise a wall ten [handbreadths| high and
four broad, — that is absolute private
ground. And what is public ground? A
highroad, a great public square, and open
alleys, — that is absolute public ground.
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2. B. Shabbat 6b

Now, let the desert too be enumerated, for it
was taught: What is public ground? A high-
road, a great open space, open alleys and the
desert?-Said Abaye, There is no difficulty:
The latter means when the Israelites dwelt in
the desert; the former refers to our own
days.
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3. B. Shabbat 99a

The path [width] of public ground must be
sixteen cubits: since we learn it from the
Tabernacle, surely [the public ground] of the
Tabernacle was [only] fifteen? -There was an
additional cubit where a Levite stood, so that
if the boards slipped he would support them
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4. B. Shabbat 3b

Abaye said: I am certain that a man's hand is
neither like a public nor like a private
domain: it is not like a public domain [this
follows] from the poor man's hand; (For the
Mishnah states that if the Master takes an
article from the poor man's hand stretched
within he is exempt). It is not like a private
domain — [this follows] from the hand of
the master of the house (If the poor man
takes an object from it, he is not liable).
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I1. Responsibilities to Public Domain

5. Shemot 21:33-34

If a man uncovers a pit or digs one and fails
to cover it and an ox or a donkey falls into it,
the owner of the pit must pay for the loss; he

must pay its owner, and the dead animal will
be his.
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6. B. Pesachim 6b

R. Eleazar said: Two things are not in a
man's ownership, yet the Writ regarded them
as though they were in his ownership. And
these are they: a pit in public ground and
leaven from six hours and onwards.
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7. Bava Batra 175b

If [a man] was digging a pit in a public
domain and an ox falls upon him and kills
him, [the owner of the ox] is exempt.
moreover, if the ox dies, [compensation for]
its value must be paid to its owner by the
heirs of the owner of the pit.

a2:NYP NINA N2a vYaa Tnaon L7

- NI MY PYY DN 0N MYWIL 2 NN
Sy U - NYN NN DRY NIN,TIY NDY ;9109
19¥25 IV ONT DOHYY DXAMN AN

8. M. Bava Metzia 10:5

If a man takes out manure into a public
thoroughfare, it must be applied [to the soil]
immediately after being taken out. Mortar
must not be steeped in the street, nor may
bricks be formed there. Clay may be kneaded
in the street. But bricks may not be
[moulded]. When one is building in a public
road, the bricks must be laid immediately
they are brought. If he causes damage, he
must make it good. Rabban Simeon b.
Gamaliel said: one may prepare his materials
even thirty days beforehand.
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9. B. Bava Batra 27b

Mishna If a tree overhangs a public
thoroughfare the branches should be cut
away to a height sufficient to allow a camel
to pass underneath with its rider. R. Judah
says, sufficient for a camel laden with flax or
bundles of vine-rods. R. Simeon says that
[the branches of] all trees should be cut away
plumb [with the street] to guard against
uncleanness.

Gemara. Who is the tanna [of the mishnah]
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who rules that in [making regulations to Naby)
prevent] damage we consider only conditions

as they are at present [and not as they are
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likely to become in the future]? — Resh
Lakish replied: this ruling is not a unanimous
one, and it follows the opinion of R. Eliezer.
For we learnt: 'a cavity must not be made
under a public thoroughfare, nor pits,
ditches, or caves. R. Eliezer says it is
permissible if the covering is sufficient to
bear a moving cart laden with stones.' R.
Johanan said: you may even say that the
rabbis [of that mishnah] also concur [with
the ruling here]. For there they prohibit
because the cover may give way
unexpectedly, but here every branch can be
cut down as it grows

I1I. Public Actions in Jewish Society

10. B. Sanhedrin 74b

And how many make it public? — R. Jacob
said in R. Johanan's name: The minimum for
publicity is ten. It is obvious that Jews are
required [for this publicity], for it is written.
But I will be hallowed among the children of
Israel. R. Jeremiah propounded: What of
nine Jews and one Gentile? — Come and
hear: For R. Jannai, the brother of R. Hiyya
b. Abba learned: An analogy is drawn from
the use of tok [‘among’] in two passages.
Here is written, But I will be hallowed
among |[be-tok] the children of Israel; and
elsewhere, separate yourselves from among
[mi-tok] this congregation: just as there the
reference is to ten, all Jews, so here too —
ten, all Jews.
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11. B. Beitza 16a

R. Johanan said in the name of R. Simeon b.
Yohai: Every commandment which the Holy
One, blessed be He, gave unto Israel, He
gave to them publicly, except the Sabbath
which He bestowed upon them in secret, for
it is said: ‘It is a sign between Me and the
children, of Israel for ever.’
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12. B. Eiruvin 69b

An Israelite mumar (sinner) who observes
the Sabbath in public may renounce his
share, but one who does not observe the
Sabbath in public may not renounce his
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shate, because the Rabbis have laid down:
An Israelite may renounce or present his
share, whereas with a gentile transfer is
possible only through the letting of his share.

13. B. Sanhedrin 26b

R. Nahman said: Those who accept charity
from Gentiles are incompetent as witnesses;
provided, however, that they accept it
publicly, but not if they accept it in private.
And even if publicly [accepted], the law is
applicable only if, when it was possible for
them to obtain it privately they yet degraded
themselves by open acceptance. But where
[private receipt] is impossible, it [public
acceptance)] is vitally necessary.
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14. B. Hagigah 5a

What is the meaning of, whether it be- good
or whether it be — evil? — The School of R.
Jannai said: This refers to one who gives
alms to a poor person publicly, like the story
of R. Jannai. He [once] saw a man give a zuz
to a poor person publicly, so he said to him:
It had been better that you had not given
him, than now that you have given him
publicly and put him to shame
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15. B. Mo'ed Katan 17a

For R. Il'ai says, If one sees that his [evil]
yezer (inclination) is gaining sway over him,
let him go away where he is not known; let
him put on sordid clothes, don a sordid wrap
and do the sordid deed that his heart desires
rather than profane the name of Heaven
openly.
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16. B. Sotah 10b

Joseph who sanctified the heavenly Name in
private merited that one letter should be
added to him from the Name of the Holy
One, blessed be He, as it is written: He
appointed it in Joseph for a testimony.
Judah, however, who sanctified the heavenly
Name in public merited that the whole of his
name should be called after the Name of the
Holy One, blessed be He.
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