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I. The Scene: Are There Values Independent to Judaism?

1. Deuteronomy 6:18

And you shall do what is fair and good in the eyes of God,
so that it will be good for you, and you shall come to
possess the good land that God promised to your
forefathers.

2. Ramban, ibid.

And you shall do what is fair and good in the eyes of God—
According to simple meaning, it [the verse]| says to observe
the Commandments of God and His Testimonies and His
Statutes, and exclusively intend by means of carrying them
out to do what is just and good in His Eyes. “In order that
He Do Good for you...” is a promise. He Says that when
one does what is good in His Eyes, He Will Do Good to
you, because God Does Good for those who do good and
justly in their hearts. And the Rabbis have for this a
beautiful Midrash. They said: This (the first part of 6:18) is
referring to compromise AND (6) going beyond the letter of
the law, and the intention with regard to this, that initially
(6:17) He said, “You shall observe His Statutes and
Testimonies that He Commands you,” whereas now (6:18)
He Says, “Even concerning those matters that I have not
explicitly commanded you, pay careful attention to try to
do what is just and good in His Eyes, because He Loves the
good and the just...”

And this is an important issue. For it is impossible to list in
the Torah every interaction of an individual with his
friends and his neighbors, and all of his business dealings,
and the various things needed to assure the proper
development of all societies and nations. But rather, once
many of them have been mentioned...the Torah
summarizes and states “And you will do what is just and
good in the Eyes of God...” in all matters, to the point
where you enter into compromises and legal decisions that
are beyond the letter of the law.
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II. The Characters: Meat and Milk

3. Exodus 23:19
The choicest first fruit of your land you shall bring to
the house of God, your God; you shall not cook a kid in

its mother’s milk.

4. Rambam, Book of Commandments,

Negative Commandment 187

By this negative commandment [number 187], we are
forbidden to eat meat [cooked] in milk...

...And at this point, it is proper that I should draw
attendtion to an important princicple, which I have
not yet mentioned. The words, you shall not cooked a kid
in its mother’s milk, occur three times in the Torah, and
according to those who hand down the tradition, each
of these prohibitions has a different purpose. ‘One’,
they say ‘forbids eating it, one forbids deriving any
benefit from it, and one forbids cooking it.”

5. Rashbam, ibid.

Thou shalt not seethe a kid in its mother’s milk — It was
common for goats to give birth to two kids together,
and they would often kill one of them and then boil it
in its mother’s milk. The verse is speaking in the
common terms for the time. And the reason for this
prohibition is because it is a disgusting ravenous thing,
to eat a mother’s milk with her offspring. Other
examples (of this type of prohibition) would be not
killing an animal and her offspring on the same day,
and sending off a mother bird before taking her eggs.
The Torah wants to teach us a cultured way to live.

And since during the holidays people would eat a lot of
meat, the portion of torah that speaks of holidays
warns against this prohibition. And the same would
apply to any meat in milk.

6. TIbn Ezra, ibid.

We have no reason to look for the explanation for this
prohibition since it is hidden even from the smart.
But, perhaps it is because it is cruel to cook a kid in its
mother’s milk. Similarly, not killing an animal and its
offspring on the same day, and sending away a mother
bird before taking her eggs. Most people did not have
sheep, and would buy them and milk from the market,
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after it had been moved around a lot. Therefore, the
buyer did not know who the mother was, and if the
offspring that was bought was from that mother. Also,
we have a principle that any doubts on a law from the
torah (as opposed to a law from the rabbis) we are
strict about ... And our predecessors decided to remove
any doubt and prohibit any meat in milk. G-d who
gave them wisdom should give them their full reward.

7. Ramban, Deuteronomy 14:21

The understanding of “you shall be a holy nation to
Hashem your G-d” has to do with “you shall not cook a
kid in its mother’s milk”. Because it is not a disgusting
food, but rather is prohibited, because we must be deal
with our food in a holy way, or that we must be holy
and not be cruel by milking a mother and taking that
milk to cook in it her offspring. And even though this
prohibition will get extended to include all milk,
because all nursing mothers are called “em” (mother),
and all offspring who nurse are called “gdi”, any
cooking of this type is cruel.
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IIa. The Pesach Offering

8. Exodus 12:8-11

They shall eat the flesh on that night—roasted over
the fire—and the matzot; with bitter herbs they shall
eat. You shall not eat it partially roasted or cooked
in water, only roasted over fire—its head, its legs,
with its insides. You shall not leave any of it until
morning; any of it that is left until morning you shall
burn in the fire. So shall you eat it: your loins girded,
your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand;
you shall eat in haste—it is a pascal offering to God.

9. Rashbam, ibid.

They shall eat the flesh on that night roasted over
the fire... All these details about the eating are
connected to the idea of hurry and haste, like a
person who is rushing to leave.
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III. More Characters: The Workers

10. Leviticus 19:13

You shall not defraud your neighbor, nor rob him;
the wages of he who is hired shall not remain with
you all night until the morning.

11. Deuteronomy 24:14-15

You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and
needy, whether he is of your brothers, or of your
strangers who are in your land inside your gates;

At his day you shall give him his hire, nor shall the
sun go down upon it; for he is poor, and sets his heart
upon it; lest he cry against you to the Lord, and it
should be sin to you.

12. Ramban, ibid.

For if you will not immediately pay as he leaves from
his task, he will go to his home, and his wage will be
with you until the morning, and he will die from
hunger during the night.

13. Talmud Bavli, Bava Metzia 112a

All who withhold an employee’s wages, it is as if he
has taken his life from him.

14. Talmud Bavli, Baba Kama 116b

As it is written, “For me, the children of Israel are
servants” (Vayikra 25:55), and not servants to
servants.

15. Sefer HaYirah, Rabbeinu Yonah

Be careful not to afflict any living creature, whether
animal or bird, and all the more so, one should not
afflict a person who is created in the image of the
Divine. If you want to hire laborers and you find
that they are poor, they should be [regarded as] poor
members of your household, and do not degrade
them, for you were commanded to have a respectful
manner with them and to pay their wages.
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IV. The Plot Thickens

16. Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 4:22

(12) For this reason, the first human being was created alone
to teach that all who destroy a single life are as though they
destroyed an entire universe, and those who save a single life
are as if they had saved an entire universe. Furthermore [the
first human was created alone] for the sake of peace among
people, so that no one could say to another, “My ancestor
was greater than yours” . ..

(13) [Yet another reason]| was to proclaim the greatness of
the Holy One, blessed be God, for when a human being
strikes many coins from one mold, they all resemble one
another, but the supreme Sovereign of sovereigns, the Holy
One, blessed be God, fashioned every person in the stamp of
the first human, and yet not one of them resembles another.
For this reason, every human being is obligated to say, “For
my sake, the world was created.”

17. Upton Sinclair, The Jungle
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Here was a population, low-class and mostly foreign, hanging always on the verge of

starvation, and dependent for its opportunities of life upon the whim of men every bit as

brutal and unscrupulous as the old-time slave drivers; under such circumstances immorality

was exactly as inevitable, and as prevalent, as it was under the system of chattel slavery.

Things that were quite unspeakable went on there in the packing houses all the time, and

were taken for granted by everybody; only they did not show, as in the old slavery times,

because there was no difference in color between master and slave.

V. Resolutions

18. Mishna Bava Metzia 7:1
One who hires laborers and demands that they commence
early or work late — where the local custom is not to
commence early or work late, he may not compel them.
Where it is the practice to supply food [to one's laborers], he
must supply them [with food]; to provide a relish, he must
provide it. Everything depends on local custom.

There’s a story where Rabbi Johanan b. Mathia said to his
son, ‘go out and hire laborers.” He went and agreed to supply
them with food. But when he returned to his father, the
latter said, my son, should you even prepare for them a
banquet like Solomon's in his glory, you cannot fulfill your
undertaking, for they are children of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. But, before they start work, go out and tell them, “[I
hire you] on condition that you have no claim upon me other
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than bread and pulse.” R. Simeon b. Gamaliel said: it was "9 DY PRY nman Yy onY

unnecessary [to stipulate thus]; everything depends on local 127 7292 VP NA ROR
0 RY IR HRHYNI 12 PYNY

custom.
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does not do so, is responsible for (the transgressions of) every
one in his house. In the city (where his protest would be
recognized), he is responsible for the transgressions of every
one of the inhabitants of the city; and if he is such a great
man that his word would be respected in the whole world, he
is punished for (transgressions of all) mankind.

20. Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 429 0VON MXN ,NINN 190
Not to Gain Pleasure from Approaching Idol Worship
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21. Rabbi Ben-Tzion Meir Chai Uzziel (d. 110 VIVYN TYIN IRMY YOIVN
1953), Hoshen Mishpat 42:6
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Regarding unions and strike declarations — We read in the Talmud: “Some butchers agreed among
themselves that anyone who worked on his friend's day would have the hide of the animal he
slaughtered torn. One of them went and worked on his friend's day, so they tore his hide. They came
before Rava and he compelled restitution. R. Yeimar bar Shalmaya challenged Rava: “Is it not written
that the members of a city can enforce decrees on an objecting minonty™? He replied: That is only where
there is no great man, but where there is a great man they cannot do so (without his assent).
From here Rabbeinu Asher learned that workers in a trade are capable of making binding collective
commitments, that the are considered “members of a city” with regard to labor . . . Thus you see
explicitly that the Sages recognized guilds and labor unions (which may include managers) and
professional associations . .
And it is rationally compelling that a worker should not be left solitary and alone, to the point that he
needs to hire himself out for a pittance to satisfy his hunger and to feed his family stale bread and house
them in a dark and lowly hovel. To give him the capacity for self-defense the law grants him the right to

organize, and to make regulations that will assist his peers, distribute work fairly and justly, and achieve
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a respectful employer-employee relationship and an appropriate wage, thus enabling him to provide his
family with a standard of living equivalent to that of his neighbors.

It makes sense that the union can also establish skills development and cultural enrichment centers,
occupational health clinics, and disability and retirement insurance, for a worker's strength diminishes
day by day, and he will not be able forever to work at the pace of his youth, as the Torah openly says of
the Levites: *When he turns 50, he leaves the work force and no longer serves™. All these can only be
achieved through unions, and thus the Torah of Israel grants a complete and legally recognized right to

organize, even though this may result in a loss to employers.

22. Rabbi Yosef Breuer, “Glatt Kosher — Glatt Yoshor” (1949)

The conscientious and minute observance of the laws of Kashruth belong to the sacred
obligations to which we are to live up if our Jewish houses are to rise in purity before God and
His Torah. Supplying our families with totally reliable foods is one of the major tasks a
Kehilla has to fulfill. We may note with satisfaction that the supervision of our meat products
from the time of Shechita until they reach the customer meets all the requirements of total
Kashruth. This enables our Rabbinate to assume full personal responsibility for the reliability
of our Kashruth.The concept “Glatt Kosher” refers to certain situations when an animal is
rejected because of an existing “Sha’aloh” generally involving the lung — even if the halachic
decision would be favorable. Just as all ethical strivings should extend beyond the prescribed
boundaries — “lif’'nim mi’shuras haDin” — so the practice should be adopted to declare only
such meat as kosher that has not been involved in any kind of “Sha’aloh” (comp. Chulin 37b).
Such practice would indeed deserve the title of “Glatt Kosher.”

A further comment: “Kosher” is intimately related to “Yoshor.” God’s Torah not only
demands the observance of Kashruth and the sanctification of our physical enjoyment; it also
insists on the sanctification of our social relationships. This requires the strict application of
the tenets of justice and righteousness which avoid even the slightest trace of dishonesty in
our business dealings and personal life.

God’s Torah not only demands of us to love our neighbor in that we concern ourselves with
his welfare and property, but it insists further on a conduct of uncompromising straightness
("Yoshor”) which is inspired not only by the letter of the law but is guided by the ethical
principle of honesty which, then, would deserve the honorable title of “Yeshurun.”
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23. Rabbi Levi Yosef Yitzhak of Berdichev (d.
1809), Kedushat Levi, Parashat Noach

The verse which states “Take for yourself from all
that is edible” is said in the language that implies one
who feeds others. This is explained in the Midrash
which states “The woman that was given to me gave
me (fruit) from the tree (and I eat)” The past tense, I
ate was not used in the verse.

The Midrash teaches a general rule that through
eating, a Jew eats in the manner of fixing the flaw of
Adam HaRishon that was made through his eating.
This fixing is done by way of the mitzvot that Jews
do when eating, which are blessing said of one’s food
and other blessings said in regards to food before
consumption. Therefore, the reason why the verse
says “I eat” and not “I ate” implies that an element
of Adam’s original eating continues to this day. Thus
through the consciousness of our eating, we can
repair that which was flawed before.
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