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1. Derekh Eretz Preceded the Torah

Yalkut Shimoni, Bereishit 34 N'¥NI2 NP9 NN "yvny DIipn
"To guard the derekh (way) [to the tree of life]" | Nx MY MXIY NINN DX YIX T NNTR
(Bereishit 3:24) - this refers to derekh eretz. This YV 2 DX YIX T AT 0NN Y T

teaches that derekh eretz preceded the tree of 2RIANR AR AR
life, and there is no tree but Torah, as it says:

"She is a tree of life"(Mishlei, 3:18). 2 D19 MAX NOon
Tractate Avot (3:17) P mwn
Rabbi Eliezer ben Azarya says: When there is no T X AN TR DX MNIX MY 12 MYOX 10
Torah, there is no derekh eretz; when there is no AN TR YN T TR DX YK

derekh eretz, there is no Torah.

Netivot Olam, netiv Derekh Eretz

Derekh eretz is comprised of all the ethical teachings in tractate Avot, as well as the
ethical teachings mentioned in the Talmud, and all other ethical teachings. It consists
of conduct that is proper and that is pleasing to people. It includes teachings which, if
one does not follow them, he thereby commits a great sin and transgression, so that
one must be mindful of them. This is why they are called "divrei mussar" ("chastising
words"), for they chastise a person that he should not walk in the path of evil. For the
patriarchs of the world, whom the Blessed One accompanied wherever they went, so
that one might have imagined that the normal way of the world, i.e., the way of man
as man, did not apply to them whatsoever - this is certainly not true, for they lived
according to the normal way of the world. If the Blessed One performed miracles on
their behalf outside the way of the world, this was only temporary and when
necessary. Otherwise, they lived according to the way of the world, for derekh eretz is
the way of this world. He who does not conduct himself in accordance with the ways
of the world is not considered part of the world at all. Hence, a person should not
make light of things that are the way of the world, for derekh eretz preceded the
world... The world cannot exist without derekh eretz, as [the Sages] said: When there
is no derekh eretz, there is no Torah. And from here we learn that derekh eretzis a
fundamental part of the Torah, which is the way of the tree of life.




Babylonian Talmud Yoma 86a

What constitutes the profanation of the
name [of God]? Rav said: For example, if
| were to buy meat from a butcher without
immediately paying for it.[ an ethical violation]
Tractate Avot Section 3

Mishna 12

Rabbi Yishmael said: Be submissive to a superior
and kindly to the young; and receive all men
cheerfully.

Maimonidies Commentary on the Mishan
Tractate Avot Chapter 3

It is fitting to receive every man, lowly and grand,
free-man and slave, every member of the human
race, with joy and happiness. This goes beyond
what Shammai says (Avot 1:15): "[Receive all
men] with a kindly countenance."”
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Rabbi Naftali Zvi Berlin (the Netziv): Ha'amek Davar

This was the praise of the patriarchs, that in addition to being righteous, saintly, and
lovers of God in the best possible manner, they were also straight and honest, that is,
they conducted themselves with the nations of the world, even the ugliest idolaters,
with love, and they sought their welfare, that being the fulfillment of the purpose of

creation.

2. Practical Expressions of Derekh Eretz

Tractacte Berachot Chapter 2

Mishna 1

In the breaks [between sections of Shema], one
may give greetings out of respect and return
greetings; in the middle [of a section], one may
give greetings out of fear and return greetings;
these are the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehuda
says: In the middle [of a section], one may give
greetings out of fear and return them out of
respect; in the breaks, one may give greetings out
of respect and return greetings to anyone.
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Maimonidies Hilkhot Keri'at Shema 2:15

If a person was reading [Shemal], and he met other
people or was accosted by them - if he was
between sections, he pauses and greets anyone to
whom he is dutibound to show honor, e.g., if he
met his father, or his teacher, or his superior in
learning. And he returns the greeting of any man
who greeted him.

Babylonian Talmud Tractate Berachot 6a
Rabbi Chelbo said in the name of Rav Huna: If
one knows that his friend is accustomed to
greeting him, let him greet him first. For it is said:
"Seek peace and pursue it" (Tehilim 34:15). And if
his friend greets him and he does not return the
greeting, he is called a thief. For it is said: "It is
you that have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of
the poor is in your houses" (Yeshayahu 3:14).
Responsa Maimonidies, 180

Is it permissible to interrupt the blessings that
precede or follow the recitation of Shema with one
of the new piyyutim, or with one of the blessings
that happens to fall upon him, e.g., for #zitzit or
tefillin, or for things, the seeing, hearing, or
smelling of which obligate a blessing, and this is
considered like giving or returning a greeting? Or
do we say about something like this that what was
stated was stated, and what was not stated was not
stated?

Interrupting [between blessings] for one of the
piyyutim is an absolute mistake and error, there
being no grounds to allow it. And there are no
grounds for interrupting between [blessings] in
order to recite of one of the [other] blessings. For
he is engaged in [the performance of] a mitzva;
why then should he interrupt the fulfillment of the
mitzva he is engaged in and accept upon himself a
different mitzva?

Magen Avraham 66:1

Maharam Tiktin wrote in a marginal note on
Alfasi in the name of Nimukei Ha-Rosh, that only
in the case of a new face may one greet or return a
greeting, for if he fails to offer a greeting, it will
lead to hatred. And in a synagogue where we do
not offer greetings, it is certainly forbidden to
greet or return greetings, even words of Torah,
neither between the sections of Shema nor in
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Pesukei de-Zimra. And Sefer Chinukh writes: For
someone whom we have not seen to get angry at
another person at all, one should not interrupt
even between sections."

Tractate Demai Chapter 4

Mishna 2

If a man imposed a vow upon his friend to eat
with him, and that friend does not trust him in
respect to tithes, he may eat with him the first
week, even though he does not trust him in respect
to tithes, provided that the man had declared to
him that the food had been tithed. But the second
week, even though the man had bound himself by
a vow not to enjoy any benefit from him, he may
not eat with the man unless he had first tithed.
Maimonidies Commentary on the Mishna
Tractate Demai Chapter 4

That which it says, "even though the man had
bound himself by a vow not to enjoy any benefit
from him," means: Even though he mentioned to
him in his oath that he would derive no benefit
from him if he does not eat with him, so that he
must do so [=eat with him] in order to strengthen
the friendship and remove the animosity that will
develop between them if he does not eat with him.
Nevertheless, he may not eat with him until he
tithes [the produce].

Mesilat Yesharim Chapter 20

Indeed, a person is obligated to keep all the
commandments, with every minute detail, without
fear or shame... But there are supererogatory
deeds of piety which, if one performs them before
the common masses, will cause them to laugh at
him and ridicule him... It is certainly more correct
for a pious person to forsake such practices rather
than perform them. This is what the Prophet meant
when he said: "And walk humbly with your God"
(Mikha 6:8). Many men of great piety abandoned
their pious practices when they were among the
common masses so as not to appear boastful... You
may derive from this that one who aspires to true
piety must weigh all of his actions in relation to
the consequences that follow from them and the
circumstances that accompany them, considering
the time, social environment, occasion, and place.
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