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Blood Diamonds: Do You Know Where Your Jewelry REALLY Comes From?
Uri L’Tzedek Beit Midrash L’Tzedek Chevrati

July 14, 2008
7:40 Introduction

7:40 – 7:50 Spiritual Chevruta (Shayna Weiss)
7:50 – 8:15 Text Study: Extortion, Thievery, and Violence – Do You Know Where Your Jewelry Really Comes From? (Sara Ronis)  
8:15 – 8:45 Conflict Diamonds In Depth (Michael Fleshman - consultant, analyst and writer for the Africa Section of the UN Department of Public Information)
8:45 – 8:50 Petition signing, Guide to Buying Conflict-Free Diamonds
8:50 – 9:00 Wrap Up and Updates
Uri L’Tzedek’s mission is to serve and inspire the American Orthodox Jewish community towards enacting social justice in our communities.  For more information visit our website at http://uriltzedek.webnode.com/ or contact us at uri.ltzedek@gmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATE:

Next Uri L’Tzedek Beit Midrash – Wednesday, August 13, 2008 at Congregation Ramat Orah
Spiritual Chevruta Questions

1. From the mine to the hand:  how many people and how many countries does a diamond pass through before it reaches the consumer?

2. Thinking of current events (such as rising oil prices), how does a nation’s buying habits affect international diplomacy? What is the contribution of the individual consumer to these trends, and how could it be changed? 
3. Do Jewish organizations have a responsibility to ensure that their goods are “ethically-sourced”?  What about Jewish individuals?

4. Have you had any encounters or experiences with the “chain of production” (such as meeting an artist or factory worker)?  How did this influence your buying decisions and feelings about the object?
	Extortion, Thievery, and Violence: 
Do You Know Where Your Jewelry REALLY Comes From?

	Leviticus 19:14
You shall not insult the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear your God; I am the Lord.

	
ויקרא י"ט, י"ד:

"לא תקלל חרש ולפני עור לא תתן מכשול ויראת מאלוקיך אני ה'."

	
Deuteronomy 7: 26

You must not bring an abhorrent thing into your house, or you will be proscribed (Herem) like it; You must reject it as abominable and
abhorrent, or it is proscribed.

	
 דברים ז', כ"ו:

"ולא תביא תועבה  אל ביתך והיית חרם כמוהו שקץ תשקצנו ותעב תתעבנו כי חרם הוא."

	
Deuteronomy 23:19
You shall not bring the fee of a whore or the pay of a dog into the house of the Lord your God in fulfillment of any vow, for both are
abhorrent to the Lord your God.

	
דברים כ"ג, י"ט:

"לא תביא אתנן זונה ומחיר כלב בית ה' אלוקיך לכל נדר כי תועבת ה' אלוקיך גם שניהם."

	· What words/phrases recur?  What might be some of the broader implications of the repetitions?

· How is the Torah defining the word “תועבה”, an abhorrent thing?
· In light of the Midrash below, what ethical themes might the Torah be presenting

	
Vayikra Rabbah 6.2 (Soncino Press)

There once was a governor who used to put to death receivers of stolen property and release the thieves, and all used to find fault with him, saying that he was not acting correctly. What did he do? He issued a proclamation throughout the province, saying: 'Let all the people go out to the public field!" What did he do then? He brought some weasels and placed before them portions of food. The weasels took the portions, and carried them to their holes. The next day he again issued a proclamation, saying: "Let all the people go out to the public field!" Again he brought weasels and placed portions of food before them but this time he stopped up all the holes. The weasels took the portions, and carried them to their holes, but finding these stopped up, they brought their portions back to their places. [He did this] to demonstrate that all the trouble is due to receivers. This then we learn from the governor: How can we illustrate our texts by an example? Reuben stole from Simeon, and Levi knew of it. Said Reuben to Levi: Do not expose me, and I will give you half." The following day, people enter the Synagogue and hear the functionary announce: "Who has stolen from Simeon?" and Levi is present there.  Surely the Torah has decreed, "If a soul sins...If he be a witness, whether he has seen or known, if he do not utter it, then he shall bear the responsibility for his sin." (Lev. 6:1)



	
Rambam The Laws of Items Prohibited on the Altar 4:8
Every item which has attached to it the name of Idol Worship cannot be used in the Service of the Holy (Temple Service), even if pleasure is
permitted to be taken from it. Which is the "hire of a prostitute"? One who says to a prostitute, Go take this item as your payment. Whether it is a prostitute who is a gentile, a slave woman, or an Israelite who is biblically forbidden to the man [such as a relative, or the prohibited relationship of a widow and a high priest]. However, a woman permitted for marriage  - even if the daughter of a Kohen - her payment is permitted [to be used in the Temple service]. And so to, the payment of his menstruant wife is permitted, even though she is forbidden to him.

	
רמב"ם הלכות איסורי מזבח פרק ד, ח'
כל שיש בו שם לע"ז לא יעשה למלאכת הקודש אע"פ שהוא מותר בהנאה, אי זהו אתנן האומר לזונה הא ליך דבר זה בשכריך, אחד זונה כותית או שפחה או ישראלית שהיא ערוה עליו או מחייבי לאוין, אבל הפנויה אפילו היה כהן אתננה מותר, וכן אשתו נדה אתננה מותר אע"פ שהיא ערוה.

	
Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 429
Not to Gain Pleasure from Approaching Idol Worship

For we should not attach any item of Idol Worship to our money or property, in order to gain pleasure from it, and for this reason, the Torah says "You must not bring an abhorrent thing into your house." And one reason for this commandment is to distance every element of detested idol worship...
And within the commandment is that one should not attach to his own money, which God graced him with, the money of another which was gained through theft, violence or exploitation, or from any disgusting element, because all of these are included in the elements of idol worship. For man's heart is inclined towards evil, which desires [items paid for by any means] and brings it into the home; and this inclination towards evil is called idol worship... And about monies such as these, that we have discussed, and about the elements of idol worship, on all these it is written "you will be proscribed (Herem) like it," meaning that any thing which is attached to it is proscribed, and God's blessing is absent from it, and it is lost and destroyed, as the Rabbis say, "The inclusion of even one
perutah [a very small amount] of money gained by extorting interest will destroy large treasuries of money. 
	
ספר החינוך, מצוה תכט
שלא נדביק שום דבר מעבודה זרה עם ממוננו וברשותנו ליהנות בו, ועל זה נאמר [דברים ז', כ"ו], ולא תביא תועבה אל ביתך וגו'.

משרשי המצוה כדי להרחיק כל ענין עבודה זרה הנמאסת.

ומן הנכלל במצוה זו, שלא ידביק האדם אל ממונו שחננו האל בצדק ממון אחר שהוא של גזל או חמס, או מרבית או מכל דבר מכוער, שכל זה בכלל משמשי עבודה זרה הוא, שיצר לב האדם רע חומד אותו ומביאו אל הבית, והיצר הרע נקרא בשם עבודה זרה...ובממונות כאלו שזכרנו ובמשמשי עבודח זרה – על כולן נאמר "והיית חרם כמוהו", כלומר: שכל הנדבק עמו הוא חרם, שאין ברכת האל מצויה בו, ואבד וכלה, וכענין שיאמרו זכרונם לברכה שפרוטה של רבית מכלה כמה אוצרות של ממון, שבא זה ומאבד את זה.

	· According to Rambam, what is the distinction between using something the מלאכת הקודש, service of the Holy, and “getting pleasure from it”?  Are there ramifications of that distinction?

· Who are the זונות, whores, discussed by Rambam?

· How does Sefer HaChinuch deal with some of the ambiguities in the Psukim or in the Rambam?

· How might each of these halakhot shed light on Jewish attitudes towards exploitation?


Fast Facts and Sources for More Information…

Facts:

1. Conflict diamonds are diamonds sold in order to fund armed conflict and civil war.

2. The U.S. is the largest market for diamond jewelry in the world, purchasing about nine billion dollars’ worth every year- more than 2/3 of the world’s sales.
3. Diamonds have fuelled wars in Sierra Leone, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo and Liberia, with close to 4 million people dying as a result of these conflicts.
4. In April 2003 the Clean Diamond Trade Act was passed by the US Congress and signed by President George W. Bush, and came into effect on July 30, 2003.  Those found in violation of the Act’s requirements face civil and criminal penalties that include fines and imprisonment.

5. The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KP) is an international certification scheme that makes it illegal to trade in conflict diamonds.  The certification program was launched in 2003 after rounds of discussions between governments, the international diamond industry and civil society organizations.  The document sets out the requirements for controlling rough diamond production and trade.  As of September 2007 the KP has 48 members, representing 74 countries.

6. As part of the KP, the diamond industry has committed to the following in order to prevent the trade in conflict diamonds:

· Include a written guarantee on all invoices

· Adopt a code of conduct to prevent the buying or selling of conflict diamonds

· Train staff about company policies and government regulations

· Keep records of all invoices and have them audited every year.

Websites:
Amnesty USA – www.amnestyusa.org
Global Witness – www.globalwitness.org 

Kimberley Process – www.kimberleyprocess.com
United Nations – www.un.org 
World Diamond Council – www.diamondfacts.org  

Film: Blood Diamond (2006)
